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YOUNG MEN'S
CHRISTIAN
ASSOCIATION

The second Young Men's Christian
Association in America was organized
in Alexandrin in 1853 This was
also one of the first to be organized
in the world. The first efort, how-
ever, was not permanent and several
other e¢fforts to establish the Associa-
tion in the city failed,

The present Association was organ-
ized early in 1920 and has been oper-
ated on the community basis for the
past two years. C. C. Lamond, a
prominent manufacturer of the city,
has been president ever since the or-
ganization and under his wise lead-

ership the Association has easily
taken first place among relizious or-
eanizations of the city. } »

The board of directors iz composed
of the leading laymen of the churches
of Alexandria and the entire effort
of its various committees is toward
the unbuildine of the relivious lifs of
the eity, particvlarly ot it relai=s 1o

l011:,\' and early bezan the organiza-
tion of Pionecr tronps in the Sunday
schools of the several churches. Sev-
en troops have been organized and
most of them have carried on a splen-
did program of activities both winter
and summer The most outstanding
feature of the bovs’ work was the
curamer camp  conducted for the
Fioneers las, summer on Goose Creek
near Leesburg., The camp was known
as Camp Rust and thirty boys enjoyed
life under canvas for ten days.

A preat deal of social work has
been undertaken, although many han-
dicaps have been experienced in the
way of a permanent place in which
to develop this phase of the work. The
Associntion, however, has quietly
served i1 o soclal way many agencies
that have contributed to the whole-
some coramunity social life.

The *“Y” etary also discovered
that no physical program of any kind
was being carried on in the city by
any of the many agencies under whom
it might have been expected. Athle-
tics were beine developed to a splendid
degree and these avenues of service
were assisted in every way. As a
yeenlt of the enthusiasm engendered
during the past two years, many reg-
ulnr ¢lasses of physical edueation are
now meeting in the city for men, wom-
en and bova and girls,

i

men and boyvs. The Association being |
a eommunity one. eroat deal of |
for women

i
work is alga beipe done i
and girls through the Ladies Auxil-|
iary. |

Mr. Wallace discovered at once up- |
on taking up his work in Alexandria |
the great need of bey's work in the!

The religious work of the Associa-
tion has been largely that of assist-
ine existing agencies in the develop-
ine of their own programs and per-
sonsl  work of  inestimable value
Men's meetings have been held and a
rolicious message carvied to the men
of the shops and factories. Sanday
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SOCIAL ADVANTAGES

c_iing)

OF ALEXANDRIA

(Bv A. R. D) ]

To the pleasure seeker Alexandria
offers almost unrivaled advantages.
Washington, with its hundreds of
amusements, is only six miles away,
and booking at any Washington the-
ater may be made by phone with the
same case as a local cull. Both thea-
ters and moving picture houses adver-
tise in the Alexandrian Gazette and it
is a matter of but a moment to select
a play and reserve seats in one's fa-
vorite theater.

The theater and moving picture
districts of the Capital are within a
few squares of the Washington-Vie-
ginia Railway terminal, at  Twelfth
street and Pennsvlvania avenuve, so
that it is necessary to allow not more’
than 45 minutes’ time from home to
one’s seat  in the theater—a much |
more satisfaetory schedule than that
required for residents of  up-town
Washintgon.

The trip by motor can be made even
more quickly, over excellent roads and
through atiractive country. 1t
fitting end to a pleasant evening to
turn homeward across the long bridge
into the quiet of the Virginia country-
side, waiching the road unfeld before
the searchlight, and looking down on
the myriad twinkling lichts of Poto-
mie and Alexandria. The rvide may |
be broken by a stop af one of the at- |
tractive tea houses nlong the way, |
where it is  possible  to find fried |

i
|

is a

chicken and waffles or a  salad and
coffee, and to dance {for awhile before
starting home.

Put the chief advantapes of Alex-
andria Ne within its cwn horders: in
the social life of many phases which |
appeal to all ages. Perhaps the social
activity which manifests itseli in n
series of lectures. musieales and study
classes is more characteristic of Alex-
andria of the old regime than the
eaver life of the vounger set, With
the advantages of travel, stuldy and
personal association with well known
men and women, an ever widening
cirele of the city's best minds exerts |
a cultural influence felf beyvond the
confines of the State. Availing them.-
selves of the advantazes of Washing-
ton. Baltimore, Philadelphia and New
York, and bringine the best thouchts
of best minds and talent from those
sources it is in the informal gather-
ings of friends in the old homes of the
city, where conversation flashes across
the tea cups, that the real intellectual
life of Alexandria mav be scen.

There is an atmosphere of cordial-
ity toward the newcomer in Alexan-
dria that is lacking in many Southern
cities: a willingness to assimilate new
jdeas: a kindlv hospitalitv. A city so
rich in tradition ecan afford to be
lavish in its friendships. because it
draws from an inexhaustible store of
true  kindliness, heritace from
areat forefathers.

lanthropic, and constitute a clearing

fStetlm are the questions of the day,

| teurs stages and
i more light operas or musical comedies

[arve presented in loeal houses simul-

The re-oreganized German Club, the
Old Dominion Boeat Club, dances of a
more informal character, and numer-
ous subscription dances fill up the cal-
endar for the vounger set, and added
to club and subscription card parties
make an active winter’s program for
the native Alexandrians, as well as
the newer citizens who may lack per-
sonal introduction in the town.

The women’s clubs of Alexandria
vover o wide range of activities, from
the purely social to patriotic and phi-
house for and a common meeting
ground for women of all ages. Prob-
ghlv in no other city in the United

the most modern topics of suffrage

and inst gokernment, discussed in |gg

the same homes where have been en-
tertained the wreat political leaders of
Colonial and Revolutionary days.
Although Alexandria has no theater
of its own, a group of talented ama-
presents  one or

which equal in excellence any profes-
sional pradection.  Various dramatic
ciubs present more or less serious
plays, and the teaghers of music and
clocution in the c¢ity offer dramatic
readings and musical events of un-
usual interest.

Alexandria’s moving picture houses
rank with the hest of Washington and
Baltimore, and the most modern films

taneously with the larger cities. The
moving picture houses are large and
attractively  anpointed. and with a
daily change of bill make it posisble |
for Alexandrians to keep abreast of
the vroductions of the film  world
without leaving their home town for
amusement.

The religious advantages of the
city ean not be discussed in this arti-
cle, but the churches of all denomina-
tions have an active social life which
is attractive alike to newcomer and
pstablished resident, and make for
friendliness and true community
spirit.

“sugar ash” of Sicilly contains
that hardens into crude sugar
the natives use without refin-

The
i Ean
wrich

ing.

Mahoguny trees do not grow in
clusters  but  are found scattered
throughout forests and hidden in

dense undergronth,

The olive lives longer than any
other fruit tree. In Syria they have
been known to have born abundant
crops for four centuries,

Dwarf oaks., which will take root
in a thimbleful of soil and grow only
an inch and a half in height, are

lschool attendznce has been increased
nhenominally and the Pioneer pro-
gram for bovs is known as “The
{ Christian Citizenship Training Fro-
gram,” the Christian emphasis being
|always in the ascendency in dealing
|with the youngsters.

| The Association has not been un-
| mindful of its economic responsibility
land National Thrift Week has been
observed the past two vears in schools,
shops and factories, and wherever the
meszage could secure a prospective
|listener. As a result of this move-
ment family budgets have heen estab-
lished in many homes, saving ac-
counts adopted by manv of the boys
and at least one thrift club estab-
lished in one of the department stores
of the city.

Now it must be apparent to the
most casual reader, even after such
a4 brief and unsatisfactory recital of
the Assneiations activities of the past
two vears, that the Alexandria Young
Men's Christinn Association is enfit-
led to a home of its own. This _‘h(‘
hoard of directors decided some time

|

(See. Kivl: B, Wallaee) !
——

curred in by a splendid gathering of
Fepresentative citizens called some
time ago to discuss the matter.

It was decided that at least 575,000

would be required to establish the
Assoeiation on a permanent basis,
This amount was made the ohjective
of a campaign to be staged early in
Mav of this vear The board of di-
rectors has asked Capt. C. Keith Car-
lin, 2 prominent attorney of Alexan-
drin and Washington, to be the gen-
eral chairman of campaign committee,
which will consist of over one hundred
men. Capt. Carlin has accepted the
chairmanship and is now building
up the oreanization that will have the
responsibility and also the delightful
task of putting Alexandria in front
ranks of Association cities.

The plan of the board, with the ap-
proval of the ecity, is to build a Y. DL
C. A, complete. The building will be
a community one and will be designed
{0 serve the whole community in every
possible way. The exterior of the
building will be necessarily control-

|
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i and the “Assembly Hall,”

B ich world aspirations) @ “T have heen

i | disastrous campaign.

it is to he erected, but the accompan-
ting cut illustrates a typical commun-
A Yo
The buiiding will contain two of
‘the most needed of all of Alexandri
fereat needs—a gymnasium and swim-
Iming pool. The gymnasium will he
|of standard size, thoroughly eguipped
‘with a gallery for a running track
I:whivh can also be used for spectators
7 played on the

as

| when games are hein
ymain floor,

in one end of the gymnasium will
be a splendid stage with commodius
dressing rooms and the “gym” will
doubtless  become a most popular
(place for larger gatherings of the
citv. It will be the intention of the
physical department to keep the gym-
| nasium busy with classes of all ages
and the entire physical life of the
{community should respond to the
i splendid equipmene proposed
! Probably the most popular place in
{the entire building will be the nata-
toriam or swimming pool which will
serve the entire communify twelve
months of the vear with filtered and
sterilized water. Here the small boy
can learn to swim in safety while his
sister can have the same privilege,

mer and keep it during the restrieted
winter season. Both winter and sum-
mer aqguatics will be develonad and it
will be the businese or the “

His dad ecan cool off in the hot sum- |

to |

who de to laarn.

The size of the neol has not been
definitely determined bur it is said
that it will eontain at least eightv
thousand sallons of wa Tt will
be heated to a standerd degree of heat
and the water will constantly pass
throvgh the latest and last word in
swimming pool filters, thus insuring
a perfectly pure suppiy of water ar
all times,

The rest of the building will
ziven over offices, lobby, game
rooms and rooms that can be used
for education and club purposes, It
i planred to have these rooms so
arvanged that several of them can be
opened | each other for larger

be

into
gatherings or banquets which would
not necessitate a room so large as the
syvminasian,

The question of dormitories has
not vet been decided, but it is assured
that the building commitres will go in
to overy detail o thoroughiv that the
community will he delighted with the
“finished, product.” Secretary Wallace
has within the last few davs visited
the New York otfices of the Inter-
{national Commitiee and was given
[ every assurance that the Building
I.[:’n:,"“':u would, evoperate in every
RN in making the Alexan-
drein building the last word in “Y"
construction.,

fo pssist

Faple Wallace.,

Kivl:
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(Intevior Gumnasinn Scene)

ALEXANDRIA COMMONS—

MARKET SQUARE

This sguare was o “Commons" and
for years had only three small build-
ings, the Court House, the old Jail,
It ]‘l'-’l;iil-
bly is as historie as the “Boston Com-
mons.”  Here it was the Virginia
troops were mustered into serviee |
and trained for the great eampaigns
in North America when England and
France were in a death grapple for
the supremacy of a continent. (Wash-
ington wes sert by Governor Dinwid-
die to warn the 'rench against en-
eroachment upon the English in the
Ohio Valley, and because they did
not heed they lost a Continent.)

Washington, as envoy, on the first
trip selected a place for o fort at the
confluence of the Alleghuny and Mon-
ongahela Rivers, which French engi-
neers subsequently chose for the site
of Fort Duquesne. At the hehest of
Dinwiddie he set out n second time
for the new fort on the Ohio with |
about 150 men. Tt ought not o
forgotten that Dinwiddie rai |
troops for the expedition by proclaim- |
ing a bounty of 200,000 acres of Tand
about the fort, to be divided amonge |
the officers and soldiers. Washington |
wrote this word to Lord Fairfax: |
“T had no view of acquisition but that |
of honor. by Teithiulliy sevving iy |
King and ementyp”  On this expedi-
tiom he engaged in the fight ot Green
Meadows (in the cenier of which was
Fart Necessity) from which he was
foreed to relire hecouse of superior
nimbers., but with homors of  war
Washineton wrote ta his hrother Law-
rence (who was a Rritish oflicer in
Engeland's previons contest with Snan. |

on the losine avder sinee T enterml
the service, which i two year="" His |

failures  were to hecome sSioppinge
stones o grent soceess, !
Washineton had been in intimate i

touch with these military prepara-
tions ever sinee he was Adjntant Gen-
eral of the Virginia forees, in treain-
ing _against the Tndians.  On these
dCommons” Washington, while Drad-
dock wae making preparations, train-

ad the “Virginia Rangers” for that

Meanwhile a historie ineident oc-
cured in an exeiting politieal contest
hetween Mr. Fairfax and Mr. Ellzey |
for the House of DBurgesscs, The
voung surveyor could not foreel ties
of blond and friendshin with his pat-
rens. the Fairfax. Washington with

possibly ton much zeal, and Payne |
supported Fllzev. High wards nasszed
hetween  Washington and  DPayne. |

Payne, by a heavy blow, broueh!
Washington to earth, Troops roshed
out from the havracks and would have l
made “short work of Payne had notl|
Washinzton pacified them. Every- |

Phody felt that o dnel was imminent,

Next morning Washingron sent for
Pavne and said to him: “Mr. Payne,
terror 1s human: T was wrong vester-
dav, hut if vou have had sufficient
catisfaotion let ns he friends” Weems=

savs that Washinefon hecame Payne’s |
inly hisi

ideal of manhood, and certa

| Ferper petivped to tell the =tovy.
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Washington afterwards,

“like sheep pursued by dogs and

wars impossible to ra flem.”

British  regulars, afterwards,

in as ahout
Among
vturned

eual t9 ene Colon
Vlexanaria
fn b’ mustered out, probably in Mar-

Wi

kit quare were John Carlyle and Dr
Jap o Ceaik, Wasiningzon was hon-
fovery enptain of the “Atexandria In-

dependent Blues™ when he wax made
Commander-in-Chief the Colonial
Forees, mnd wrote them not to relax
diseipline, on June 20, 1775, In 1776
when Lord Dunmore, the treacherous
Colonial Governor, was ravaging the

British  wap vessels
fow miles of the town

Potoanae, ¢ hree

cume within o

tand the townsmen musfeped for de-
fonse on Market Square Colanel
it alid, whn was probably Teft in

charere by Washington, hastened with
*Mues™ from the Square to 2
small stone fart nearby manned with
cuns loft by Braddaock. The flag was
to be kept flvine from Market Square
and a militin officer was left in com-
wand by Fitzgerald,  Meanwhile a
<olid <hot was fired at the flag and
the officer in charge struck the colors,
Fitzgerald returned the fire from the
fort. which was located at Jones

emall <tong hastion, armed with cuns
[eft hehind iy Braddock. Most of the
ereat stones now at the end of Jones'
Point are the remians of that fort
Thie fort was the first attemnt of the
government to suard the river  ap
proaches to Alexandria, and was dis-
mantled in 1798 when Fort Wash-

incton was eonstrocted heciuse of the
snticinated war with our former ally,
France. The aof the
enemy sailed down the Potomai. Fitz-
I, learning what the officor had
indienantiv returned the
Sgunre and gave him a sound thrash-
ing. Fitzgerald was said to have been
specially attached to the voung Col-
cnel, having been seen al times weep-
ing for fear when Washington was in
ereat danger. He is said to have heen
the ereator of Washington’s Life

VRSSEIS

grisrate at

to

| Guard,

“Romauee of Hisloric Alexandria”



